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Partnerships with the ISC and Alaska Native communities

We will 

continue 

partnering in 

2024

•2007 USCGC Healy & NOAA Ship Oscar Dyson – Ice seal sampling and tagging - Bering Sea
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• 2008 USCGC Polar Sea – Helicopter-based abundance surveys for ice seals – Bering Sea
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• 2004-2006: young bearded seal captures for sampling and tagging – Kotzebue Sound, 

• 2009-2011:  sub-adult and adult bearded seal captures – Kotzebue, Barrow, and Wainwright

Partnerships with the ISC and Alaska Native communities
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Partnership with the ISC and Bering Sea communities
• At the ISC co-management meeting in 2018, members proposed including an Alaska Native 

seal hunter on future expeditions aboard the Oscar Dyson.

• In 2019, the ISC agreed that NOAA should work with Kawerak, Inc. to identify the first 

participant.  

• The 2020 expedition was cancelled due to COVID, but in 2022, Kawerak selected Austin 

Ahmasuk to partner on the expedition
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Operating Area

2007-2016 and 2022

Partnership with the ISC and Bering Sea communities
Tagging/sampling at Bering Sea ice edge
• April 15 – May 26

Prefer partner be an experienced 

seal hunter

NOAA will cover costs of:

•Travel and lodging

•Food and clothing

Request ISC

• Identify partner

•Cover labor
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Partnership with the ISC and Bering Sea communities
Aerial surveys in the Bering Sea

May-June (dates and schedule unk.)

• Based from Nome and St. Paul

• Day trips with short notice

• Weather may require alt. landing

•No training req. 

•Request ISC or 

local rep. identify 

partners

•NOAA to provide 

clothing and (if 

necessary) food 

and lodging

•No labor/stipend

• 2025 opportunity


